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A Globe-Spanning Musical Adventure

How vision, courage, and the power of music sparked a daring new concept in diplomacy

TUCSON, ARIZONA – Four men, three of them brothers, were born into the “Quiet Generation” – the group that wasn’t expected to make much of a mark on society. But the Colwell Brothers, already country-western singing sensations in their teens, and young music prodigy Herb Allen were passionate musicians who believed they could change the world. Leaving behind the comforts of family and home they traveled the globe, to listen and to learn, and wrote songs in dozens of languages and dialects, performing to cheering crowds from remote African villages, to the Japanese parliament, to cavernous concert halls in Europe. How their paths crossed and led to the formation of the international singing group Up with People is one of the fascinating and previously untold stories in A Song for the World by Frank McGee.

In their globe-trotting adventures in the ’50s and ’60s, the Colwells and Allen witnessed history in the making: the first theatrical tour of post World War II Germany, the turbulent birth of the independent nation of Cyprus, and the violence-marred establishment of self-rule in The Congo. The international collaboration of these musicians triggered a tsunami of creativity, and in the bucolic setting of a student leadership conference on Mackinac Island in Michigan, Up with People was born.

Using hundreds of letters and documents and scores of interviews, McGee takes readers around the planet, from Moscow to the Super Bowl, from Cape Town to Beijing, and through half a century of historic, world-shaping events that show how the Colwell Brothers and Allen touched the lives of millions in their pursuit of a better world. 

“It surprised everyone,” said author Frank McGee, “that these talented artists would opt in their teens for lives of public service. But the real story is in what they demonstrated for their generation and those to come: the power of music as a power for change.”
About the author: Frank McGee has built a distinguished career as a writer and journalist over half a century. In the tumultuous 1960s he covered stories as far a field as Brazil, Indonesia, and Viet Nam. As managing editor of Pace magazine, a contemporary of Life, Look, and Holiday, he worked with thought leaders from around the world. He lives in Tucson, AZ.
 “The words of their songs came from seeing into the heart of humanity.”

Rajmohan Gandhi (Grandson of Mahatma Gandhi)
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